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the Hall, cloakrooms, lobby, committee rooms, 
and offices of the House, and all furniture re-
quired for the House of Representatives or for 
any of its committee rooms or offices shall be 
procured on designs and specifications made or 
approved by the said Architect. 

(Apr. 28, 1902, ch. 594, 32 Stat. 125.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section is based on act Apr. 28, 1902, popularly known 
as the ‘‘Legislative, Executive, and Judicial Appropria-
tion Act, fiscal year 1903’’. 

CHANGE OF NAME 

Change of name of the Architect of the Capitol, func-
tions abolished, transferred, etc., by prior acts, see 
Codification and Prior Provisions notes set out under 
section 161 of this title. 

§ 170. Purchase of furniture or carpets for House 
or Senate 

No furniture or carpets for either House shall 
be purchased without the written order of the 
chairman of the Committee on Rules and Ad-
ministration, for the Senate, or without the 
written order of the chairman of the Committee 
on House Oversight of the House of Representa-
tives, for the House of Representatives. 

(R.S. § 1816; Aug. 2, 1946, ch. 753, title I, § 102, title 
II, § 224, 60 Stat. 814, 838; Pub. L. 104–186, title II, 
§ 221(2), Aug. 20, 1996, 110 Stat. 1748.) 

CODIFICATION 

R.S. § 1816 derived from Res. Apr. 16, 1862, No. 28, 12 
Stat. 617; acts Mar. 30, 1867, ch. 24, § 2, 15 Stat. 13; July 
20, 1868, ch. 177, § 1, 15 Stat. 115; Mar. 3, 1869, ch. 121, § 1, 
15 Stat. 283, 284; Mar. 3, 1871, ch. 114, § 1, 16 Stat. 500; 
Aug. 15, 1876, ch. 287, 19 Stat. 147. 

Provision of R.S. § 1816 relating to repairs of Capitol 
is classified to section 166 of this title. 

AMENDMENTS 

1996—Pub. L. 104–186 substituted ‘‘House Oversight of 
the House of Representatives, for the House of Rep-
resentatives’’ for ‘‘Accounts of the House of Represent-
atives, for the House’’. 

1946—Act Aug. 2, 1946, substituted ‘‘Committee on 
Rules and Administration’’ for ‘‘Committee to Audit 
and Control the Contingent Expenses of the Senate’’. 

CHANGE OF NAME 

Committee on House Oversight of House of Rep-
resentatives changed to Committee on House Adminis-
tration of House of Representatives by House Resolu-
tion No. 5, One Hundred Sixth Congress, Jan. 6, 1999. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1946 AMENDMENT 

Section 142 of act Aug. 2, 1946, provided that section 
102 of that act shall take effect on Jan. 2, 1947, and sec-

tion 245 of that act provided that section 224 thereof 

shall ‘‘take effect on the day on which the Eightieth 

Congress convenes’’. The Eightieth Congress convened 

on Jan. 3, 1947. 

§ 170a. Transferred 

CODIFICATION 

Section, Pub. L. 97–276, § 101(e), Oct. 2, 1982, 96 Stat. 

1189, which related to disposition of receipts from sale 

of used or surplus furniture and furnishings of Senate, 

was transferred to section 117b–1 of Title 2, The Con-

gress. 

§ 171. Transfer of discontinued apparatus to 
other branches 

The Architect of the Capitol may transfer ap-
paratus, appliances, equipments, and supplies of 

any kind, discontinued or permanently out of 
service, to other branches of the service of the 
United States, or District of Columbia, when-
ever, in his judgment the interests of the Gov-
ernment service may require it. 

(June 26, 1912, ch. 182, § 11, 37 Stat. 184; Mar. 3, 
1921, ch. 124, 41 Stat. 1291; May 29, 1928, ch. 901, 
§ 1(120), 45 Stat. 995; Oct. 31, 1951, ch. 654, § 3(17), 
65 Stat. 708.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section is based on act June 26, 1912, popularly known 

as the ‘‘District of Columbia Appropriation Act June 

26, 1912, fiscal year 1913’’. 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

Act Mar. 2, 1911, ch. 192, § 9, 36 Stat. 1011. 

AMENDMENTS 

1951—Act Oct. 31, 1951, struck out ‘‘with the approval 

of the Secretary of the Interior,’’ after ‘‘whenever,’’. 

1928—Act May 29, 1928, struck out provision that re-

quired a transfer statement to be submitted in the an-

nual report to Congress by the Superintendent of the 

Capitol Building and Grounds. 

CHANGE OF NAME 

Change of name of Architect of the Capitol, functions 

abolished, transferred, etc., by prior acts, see Codifica-

tion and Prior Provisions notes set out under section 

161 of this title. 

§ 172. Repealed. Oct. 31, 1951, ch. 654, § 3(18), 65 
Stat. 709 

Section, act July 16, 1914, ch. 141, 38 Stat. 458, related 

to custodianship of the building or buildings on res-

ervation numbered 13 in the District of Columbia se-

lected for the purpose of storing unused documents and 

materials removed from the Capitol Building and Sen-

ate and House Office Buildings, and Patent Office mod-

els removed from the Senate and House Office Build-

ings. 

§ 173. Estimates for improvements in grounds 

All changes and improvements in the Capitol 
grounds, including approaches to the Capitol, 
shall be estimated for in detail, showing what 
modifications are proposed and the estimate 
cost of the same. 

(Mar. 3, 1883, ch. 143, 22 Stat. 621.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section is based on act Mar. 3, 1883, popularly known 

as the ‘‘Sundry Civil Appropriation Act, fiscal year 

1884’’. 

SIMILAR PROVISIONS 

Enlargement of the Capitol grounds by the acquisi-

tion of certain squares in the city of Washington, pro-

vided by the following Sundry Civil Appropriation Acts 

for the fiscal years 1911, 1912, 1913, and 1914. 

June 23, 1913, ch. 3, 38 Stat. 44. 

Aug. 24, 1912, ch. 355, 37 Stat. 454. 

Mar. 4, 1911, ch. 285, 36 Stat. 1414. 

June 25, 1910, ch. 384, 36 Stat. 738. 

§§ 174, 174a. Omitted 

CODIFICATION 

Section 174, acts Aug. 26, 1912, ch. 408, 37 Stat. 605; 

Mar. 3, 1921, ch. 124, 41 Stat. 1291; May 29, 1928, ch. 901, 

§ 1(85), 45 Stat. 992, which related to control, super-

vision, and care of buildings and grounds, was super-

seded by act Mar. 4, 1929, ch. 708, 45 Stat. 1694, and act 


